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A Note from the Teacher 
As we approach the end 

of the 2015-2016  school 

year, I will try  my best to 

recollect and summarize 

the highlights.   

In September, 

we  celebrat-

ed  Hispanic 

Heritage 

Month by 

studying the 

musical con-

tributions of  

Hispanics 

(Latinos)  and 

their influ-

ence on  

American 

music.  We studied the 

songs and themes of Celia 

Cruz and Ruben Blades as 

well as their biographies.  

In groups, our students 

used a Venn Diagram to 

compare and contrast 

their lives and music.  

Afterwards, they used 

these diagrams to write 

well-structured essays.  

Two of the essays were 

put on the class web 

page. 

In addition, students 

brought in artifacts 

from their countries 

and presented them 

(Continued on page 3) 

HOW WE CELEBRATE THE NEW YEAR IN IVORY 

COAST BY Nawa  Drame 

The New Year is one of the 

most celebrated holiday 

around the world. Even if 

we celebrate in different 

ways we still celebrate. 

Today I’m going to talk a 

little bit about my country 

IVORY COAST ,how we cel-

ebrate the New YEAR and 

try to compare the way we 

celebrate New Year ‘s and 

this country . 

In one way we cel-

ebrate it the same. The day 

before the New Year every 

parent and the children put 

everything at their dis-

posal for the feast to be 

beautiful, we buy new 

shoes, new dresses, we 

make new hairstyle, we 

clean every part of the 

house. At the New Year 

Eve we move to the 

“PLATEAU” one district of 

Continued on page 6 
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With admiration, 

I say thanks for New York 

Because of your beauty and sharing 

For Lincoln Center and Broadway Shows 

For museums and libraries 

Something I don’t know though, 

But I enjoy them. 

Every day I say thanks.  

  

With my dream, 

I say thanks for the schools, 

Because of your courtesy, 

Let me go on track, and do my best, 

Bridge to tomorrow, 

Step by step, 

Achieve my dream, 

Self-fulfilling 

With my best respect, 

I say thanks for the teach-

ers, 

Because of your good per-

sonal qualities, 

Fairness and knowledge, 

Teaching me every day 

Will make me better 

Every day I say thanks. 

With my wish, 

I say thanks for nature, 

Because of giving me 

everything 

For air and water 

For the sun and moon. 

 

For blue sky and white clouds 

For trees and flowers 

For everything in the earth 

For every life in the world 

For every day in my life 
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EVERY DAY I SAY THANKS by Qiuwei Bai 
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An Exceptional Chance by  Mariam Thiam 

 Fatou Dia was born to a family 

with five children.  They had lived in a 

popular but poor district of Mali.  Smart 

and courageous, she was always the 

first in her class from elementary to 

high school.  One day, in her last year of 

high school, her headmistress took her 

aside and said, “Fatou Dia, come to my 

office right now.”  While at her office, 

the headmistress said, “You have to 

take an interview at the French Em-

basy.”   “What?” Fatou replied.   

The headmistress continued, “Because 

you’re our best student, we decided to 

send your files for this contest that 

awards a scholarship to complete a 

bachelor’s degree in France.” 

She felt so proud and lucky.  It was the 

second time in her young life that her 

efforts were recognized.  The first time 

was the year before when she suc-

cessfully passed the contest to go to 

the camp of girl scientists of Africa, a 

camp organized by Dr. Cheick 

Modibo Diarra.  

 In Mali, when you come from a poor 

family, it’s very difficult to become 

successful in school and get a good 

education. During her years at public 

school, there had been many strikes 

and she couldn’t go to school.  From 

the first to the last year of high 

school, students were never able to 

finish the school program.  Poor kids 

were always at a disadvantage com-

pared to the rich kids who were suc-

ceeding in school and were able to 

complete their school program. 

So, in being chosen as a con-

testant for these contests, it was 

almost unbelievable to do better 

than her wealthier counterparts.  

Continuing her studies in France 

would definitely be better than 

going to public college in her 

country.  And so, she had an in-

terview with four interviewers at 

the French Embassy.  One of 

them, a Mr. Diallo, said, “Miss 

Dia, you had good marks in sci-

ence, what kind of job would you 

like to do?”  “I want to be an IT 

engineer,” she answered.  And 

then he asked, “So, do  
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to the class as the other students asked 

them questions about their countries and 

objects. 

In October we studied  Christopher Co-

lumbus voyage to the new world through 

the eyes of the indigenous peoples.  We 

read and pantomimed  scenes from the 

book by Jane Yolen. 

Unfortunately, at the end of October I 

fractured my elbow which necessitated 

my being out of class for two months. 

I wish to thank Shareen Hussein and Te-

resa Hollingsworth for teaching my stu-

dents with vigor and compassion. 

When I returned in January, our class 

(Continued from page 1) devoted about one month to 

New Year’s celebrations and 

New Year’s Resolutions.  The 

students wrote well-

constructed and informative 

essays on these topics. 

Our class was fortunate to  

participate in the All Write! 

Program at Symphony 

Space, attending the first 

performance at the end of 

January.  At this perfor-

mance,  established actors 

performed stories and po-

ems by selected authors.  In 

the next  six  weeks , our 

class worked with these 

pieces and used them as inspiration to 

write  their own.  We were fortunate 

to have one winner, Ms. Nawa Drame, 

who wrote a  story, “Did I Make the 

Right Decision ?” based on her deci-

sion to stop attending college in Ivory 

Coast and come to live in the United 

States.   

On May 7th, many students from both 

classes, attending the 2nd perfor-

mance where the actors read the stu-

dents’ works. 

Some of the themes explored this se-

mester included—Celebrating the New 

Year,  New Year’s Resolutions, 

(Continued on page 12) 
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I AM POEM  BY Barbara Gomez 

I am brave and intelligent 

I wonder about my future in this country 

I hear a donkey’s laugh 

I see the Dominican Republic 

I want to bring my kids here 

I am brave and intelligent 

 

 I pretend I am a good mother 

I feel my kids’ fingers 

I touch a rainbow in winter 

I worry about my kids’ future 

I cry for my family 

I am brave and intelligent 

I understand that all is a process 

I say my kids are my reason to live 

I dream for a better life 

I try to learn this language 

I hope for a better tomorrow 

I am brave and intelligent 
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Volume 1, Issue 1 

I had to make a big decision, 

one that could change my life and my 

career. I had no choice, so I had to 

stop my dream of going to the univer-

sity and getting my first diploma be-

cause one opportunity came go to the 

USA and the choice was mine and for 

that I didn’t have the to think- only say 

“yes” and go. I was very angry but I 

had no choice to make because in Afri-

ca nobody has the chance to come 

there and if one occasion is there eve-

ry parent wants his child to come be-

cause for them it’s the key of the suc-

cess. So everybody has to give every-

thing he has like money to help. Some 

parents will even sell all their gold, 

their land for this occasion. For them 

here if you don’t have paper 

you can’t do anything like con-

tinuing your education and 

finally what will you be-

come if you lose confi-

dence, if you don’t have the 

courage.  Only God knows 

what is going to happen to 

you and the society. I tried 

to search for work but eve-

rywhere I went they asked me 

about working permit and I 

don’t have that, so I have to 

search for work where they 

pay cash and I choose the Afri-

can market or restaurant. You 

spend 6 days at work and they 

pay you something like $250 to 

$300. It’s not enough but what can 

I do?  I don’t have the 

choice and the money I 

get is not really mine 

because not only your 

parent calls you it is the 

whole family that calls 

you to explain their 

problem like your cousin 

calls you and says “Hello 

I’m the son or the daughter of your 

uncle or your aunt. I know you 

don’t know me, but I have a seri-

ous problem. I need some money 

to pay my bills and reimburse my 

parents who tried hard for me to 

come here.”  Did I make the right 

decision?   

 

DID I MAKE THE RIGHT DECISION? BY Nawa Drame 
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My New Year’s Resolution by Fatoumata Sylla 

It’s a new year.  It’s time to start thinking about what you’re going to do to better yourself, to forget about whatever 

happened in 2015 and just move on.  Since we can only live once, we need to make the most of it. 

This year my new resolution is based on improving my emotional problems by having a positive attitude and doing 

better in school.  Last year I had many emotional problems that cost me a lot of trouble.  Emotions such as sadness, 

anger, frustration, irritation appear because when I talk to  people, they make fun of me.  They act like they know eve-

rything, even knowing what I feel in my heart.  Sometimes I go to the supermarket and ask for something, but the 

store owner acts like he  doesn’t understand what I’m saying.  Things like these are all negative emotions come; how-

ever, I have decided to ignore all these useless things.  I believe in myself, and will do my 

best to not let other people’s sanctions affect my emotions or feelings. 

Another problem that I had last year was be- ing quiet and being shy.  When I’m in front 

of a crowd I would give up when things were hard.  I also plan to lose all of these bad 

habits from the past and be more responsive, respectful and responsible in everything I 

do. 

My most important goals for the year 2016 are to improve my skills in writing, reading, 

speaking and listening comprehension.  I also want to take the TASC (High School Equiva-

lency Test) and go to college.  I hope 2016 is the year for me and will be better than the year 2015. 
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I am young and happy 

I wonder about my future in this country 

I hear the call to prayer 

I see the Statue of Liberty 

I want to be a great doctor 

I am young and happy 

 

I pretend I am a prince 

I feel the truth of the Qur’an 

I touch my sister in my dream 

I worry about my country 

I cry for my uncle 

I am young and happy 

I understand you fall in love 

I say Allah is my protector 

I dream to be a doctor 

I try to fix my mistakes 

I hope to build my own clinic 

I am young and happy 
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I AM POEM by Mamadou L. Diallo 

a computer”  She replied, 

“No, not at home, but I often go to 

my school’s computer room.”  I will 

give you a computer.”. The follow-

ing day, he came to her house and 

gave her a brand new laptop.  This 

was her first computer as her par-

ents could never afford to buy one 

for her.  After she passed her bacca-

laureate, she called Mr. Diallo.  “I 

got my baccalaureate, Mr. Diallo.”  

After congratulating her, he told 

(Continued from page 2) her that there are some problems 

with the bachelor’s scholarship.  

“Please call me tomorrow evening.  

There will be a meeting tomorrow 

to discuss the scholarship.  Her 

heart sank at first when Mr. Diallo 

said, “The scholarships were can-

celed by the organizer.”  But then, 

he added, “But the French Embassy 

has decided to give you a merit 

scholarship to study in France for 

your Master’s in IT engineering. 

Your case is exceptional; Congratu-

lations, you deserve it.”Fatou was 

the exception; she was the first per-

son from her high school to get this 

kind of scholarship.  She became the 

pride of her family, her district and 

her high school.  This story tells us 

never to give up, just keep fighting 

even when everything seems to be 

against you.  One day someone will 

believe in you and help you realize 

your dream. 

This is a real story, my story.  

This chance changed my life forever.  

Without this, I’d probably never be 

here. 

AN EXCEPTIONAL CHANCE (CONTINUED) 
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IT’S NEVER TOO LATE TO LEARN ENGLISH”. 

YES. WE ARE HERE! 

By Angela Lucareski Sanros 

I crossed the Atlantic 11 months ago to make my dreams of becoming fluent in English and knowing 

better the American culture to become true. A lot of foreigners arrive in New York City everyday search-

ing for their goals of getting new educational and job opportunities.  

It is very difficult for 62% of New York City population that speaks Spanish to persist on learning the 

official language. However, they soon become aware that the only way to be adjusted in USA is to get 

a job.  

The U.S. Department of Labor observed that there was a relationship between unemployment and edu-

cational level and under The Manpower Development and Training Act established the Mid-Manhattan 

Adult Learning Center in the 80s, a program focused on adults.   

 “Our program is 2nd largest adult education program in the United States and the largest in 

New York State. We serve more than 41,000 students throughout the five boroughs of New 

York City.  

Our students come from all around the world.  At our school most of the students come from 

the Caribbean, Latin America and Africa”, says Tilla Alexander, teacher at the Harlem unit 

since 2001. 

 

The people come to the Center at Harlem unit by different ways but everybody meet each other at 

class where all of us become student. And the majority is Africans and Latinos. The younger students 

want to be accepted by Colleges. 

 

 

Candida Santos, 28 years old, works hard for that. She left Santiago, Dominican Repub-

lic, in 2011 and she found the Adult Learning Center, her best opportunity to learn Eng-

lish, in 2015 by Internet. She has been studying there for a few months but she feels 

(Continued on page 14) 
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I have a dream that one day this nation 

will be a nation of freedom. 

I have a dream one day everybody can 

take care of himself. 

I have a dream that each person make 

education anywhere he wants 

I have a dream today. 

I have a dream everything will be better 

for us.  

I have a dream that one day, 

everyone can move any-

where he wants. 

This is my hope and faith.  

With this faith we will be 

able to overcome many diffi-

culties of life. 

This will be the day when we 

can sit together and make 

good decisions. 
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I HAVE A DREAM TOO! By David Rouamba 

ESL 5/6 Newsletter 

 

  

I HAVE A DREAM TOO! By Imelda Xochimitl 

I have a dream that one day this nation will be safe  

I have a dream that one day I will be able to speak, write and read English 

I have a dream that one day I will graduate from ESL 

I have a dream that my children are going to college 

I have a dream. 

I have a dream that one day I will go to my country and come back to New York 

I have a dream today. 

I have a dream that one day my mom will come to New York 

This is my hope and faith. With this faith we will be able to be happy all  our lives 

This will be the day when the entire world will be happy. 
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Volume 1, Issue 1 

With the objective to motivate for-

eigners to continue, along with their 

children, to study the official lan-

guage in the United States during the 

holidays, the Department of Educa-

tion of New York promoted the 

“Family Summer Learning Event” on 

Tuesday, June 7, 2016/  The foreign 

community crowded the auditorium 

of the Museo del Barrio.  Milady Ba-

ez, Carmen Farina, and Yolanda 

Torres spoke about the importance of 

fluency.  “It is necessary to study in 

order to get better jobs.”  An inter-

esting fact was presented at the 

“Workshop Benefits of Bilingual Edu-

cation Programs.”  Since New York 

City has a lot of foreigners, even 

though English is the official lan-

guage, the most popular lan-

guage is Spanish, spoken by 

61.55% of the students from pub-

lic school.   

 

 

 

LEARN DURING THE SUMMER by Maria Angela  Lucarevski Santos 
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AN INTERVIEW WITH MS. ALEXANDER by Angela Lucarevski Santos 

When she was a little girl, Tilla Alexander dreamed of being an actress but instead she became professor of English. 
Broadway lost but the students won a wonderful teacher!!  

As she has given English classes as a second language at Mid-Manhattansince 2001, she has heard her name in many 
different accents but she is always kindly ready to correct it. 

Although the majority of foreigners that live in New York City are Hispanics, she teaches in Harlem where the African’s 
presence, and the French accent is massive. In our class, Africans and Hispanics dispute space but the “ice” is broken by 
two Arab and two Brazilian students.      

The diversity of sounds it is nothing in comparison with the multicultural behaviors of students from different countries 
and realities. However, Mrs Tilla deals easily with that by “waving” a red flag whenever it is time to pay attention. The 
class becomes her stage where she acts, dances and sings, in order to make everybody laugh over the most difficult sub-
ject. It is her theatric side speaking louder.     
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My New Year’s Resolutions  by Catherine Zoundi 

           Nobody is perfect or satisfied with what he is or 

what he has. That is why people usually make resolu-

tion at the beginning of each year. The most important 

resolutions for me this year are: first, to improve my 

speaking and my writing in English; secondly to look 

for a permanent and well-paying job and finally I want 

to improve my eating habits. 

              When you are in a country where English is the 

first language, you have to do your best to learn very 

quickly this language without that you can’t be com-

fortable . For that , I choose to improve my speaking 

and my writing in English by paying more attention 

and participate in class. I also have to read some books 

in English to improve reading .I decided to watch TV in 

English too to complete my learning in class .Those are 

going to improve  my listening skills .In addition , I am 

going to practice all those by speaking outside with 

people. 

             My second resolution is to look for a perma-

nent and well-paying job. So, the fulfillment of my first 

resolution will help me a lot to look for this kind of job. 

I need also some training which will help me to attend 

this resolution. So, I have to be courageous and hard-

worker because employees like keeping people who 

have those characters. 

           My third and last resolution this year is to 

improve my eating habits. It is not easy sometime 

to do that but now I am trying to quit drinking soda 

and drink only water and juice to avoid having a 

paunchy belly or gaseous. I am also avoid eating 

too much fried and fast food that are not too 

healthy for my body. In addition, I am going to stop 

eating late at night too.  

 

       In conclusion, it is not easy sometime to accom-

plish New Year resolutions but this year I am moti-

vated and determined to do it. Then , I think that to 

accomplish our New Year resolutions, we have to 

stop saying : “ I should stop doing this or that” and 

keep saying:  “ I have to….” Like a duty. So, we will 

put all our effort to get those .Then, that going to 

help us to make other resolutions next year and not 

the same every year. 

 

Celebrating the New Year in Ecuador by Fanny Marca 

In Ecuador the holidays are celebrated with many different kinds of delicious food. This 

attracts visitors from different countries. 

We can find many similar foods in this country but the difference is the way of you cook it. 

In my country we have a famous plate of food, such as Cuy  with  Papitas  Chauchas, Pernil with Mote and Lap-

ingachos accompanying with the special salads. One of this is the bean salad. This is eaten in the south part of 

Ecuador. Also, We have the exquisite Coastal Food variety, such as , the Ceviche, Caldo de Bagre, Caldo de Bolas, 

Caldo de tripas or many kinds of fish grilled, toasted, broiled with rice and Tostones.If you go to the deserts sec-

tion, you will be in for a surprise, especially with the Enrrollados, Bunuelos and more. 

Really, In my country  people continue using the old ancient cuisine form in the holidays that this country. They 

never change the menu .It is the same all days, and we can enjoy of their special or regular food. 

In conclusion, the  huge variety of food in both countries is  delicious. You can be pleased and satisfied  with eve-

rything you want 

Page 10 
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           Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Su-

san B. Anthony had some similarities 

and many differences. Both fought for 

the women   rights movement. They 

dedicated their lives to the movement 

for freedom. Susan B. Antho  ny the 

same as Elizabeth Cady were similar 

because, both were abolitionist. They 

determinate, brave, smart, and with 

courage; however they also were 

some differences. Elizabeth was a 

good writer while Susan was a     good 

speaker. Unlike Elizabeth, was Susan 

was religion Quaker; on the contrary 

Susan b Anthony was abolition-

ist. Elizabeth’s father was un-

like the abolitionist; however 

Susan’s father was a dedicated 

abolitionist. Elizabeth went to 

seminary in N.Y, contrary Susan 

b Anthony went to school in 

Philadelphia. Susan didn’t mar-

ried, while Elizabeth was married, she 

was procreated a big family, she had 

seven children. They were good 

leaders that fought for the women 

rights. They made our 

rights are put glisten, 

like men. Both can con-

sider big women and 

the good leaders.                 

from the same block contributed 

money to do a Party. We decide 

together all those we want to eat 

in the New Year. The New Year 

Eve we go to the church from 

8PM to 11PM, after the church at 

midnight Muslim as Christian 

made the New Year greeting, we 

kiss each other, we sing, dance all 

of the day nobody go to work. At  

4PM every children from 4 to 12 

years old move from door to door 

my country it’s like the “TIME 

SQUARE” with fireworks. We are 

many famous including the President 

and the First Ladies and at midnight 

the fireworks start and everybody 

make some wishes for yourself, your 

friends and your family.  

    

  In the way we cele-

brate it differently. One week  

before the New Year each youth 

(Continued from page 1) 

saying 

Happy New Year and receive in ex-

change some gift or money. 

   In conclu-

sion for celebrating of the New Year 

around the world, we are almost the 

same way to celebrate the New Year. 

The only difference is the solidarity 

with us to celebrate the New Year in 

my country than here and that why 

we can say there are different places 

and  places and way to celebrate the 

New Year. 
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COMPARING AND CONTRASTING ELIZABETH CADY STANTON & SUSAN B. 

ANTHONY by Candida Santos 

ESL 5/6 Newsletter 

 Anthony was born in 1820 to a good 

family. Her father who owned a mill 

and factory, tried to give her daugh-

ter the best education. Anthony grew 

up in a culture that permitted women 

to freely express themselves. Follow-

ing her education she  worked as a 

teacher for ten years.  

Later in Stanton’s life, she married 

Henry Brewster Stanton and they had 

seven children together. While An-

thony dedicated her entire life to the 

movement, she never married and 

she was always traveling. Also she 

had a great ability to speak.  

Both of them died in New York City 

at the same age of 86. The two 

women not only developed friend-

ship, they also made a great team 

and helped each other prepare to 

change women’s rights forever.  

  Stanton and Anthony had first met in 

1851. Both of them were in their thir-

ties when they started to work togeth-

er in women right movement. Howev-

er there are many differences and 

similarities between them.  

Stanton was born in 1815. She was 

the daughter of Daniel Cady, a well-

known judge. She grew up in around 

wealth and privilege. She  graduated 

from school in 1833. She was an excel-

lent writer. 

COMPARING AND CONTRASTING ELIZABETH CADY STANTON AND SUSAN B. ANTHONY 

By Kholah Nagi 

Celebrating the New Year by Nawa Drame  (continued) 
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FOUR  RECIPES FROM OUR NUTRITION CLASS CELEBRATION 

6 large eggs, beaten 

1 clove garlic, crushed 

1 tablespoon flour 

1/2 teaspoon turmeric 

1/2 teaspoon salt 

1/2 teaspoon ground 

black pepper 

1 cup chopped chives 

or green onions 

1 cup chopped cilantro 

1 cup chopped dill 

1 cup chopped parsley 

2 tablespoons  vegetable oil 

 

Preheat oven to 400°F. 

Whisk together the eggs, 

garlic, flour, turmeric, 

salt, and black pepper. 

Whisk in the herbs. 

Heat the oil in a 10-12" 

skillet over moderate 

heat. Pour the egg mix-

ture into the skillet and 

use the back of a spoon 

to spread it out evenly. 

Cook until the eggs start to 

set around the edges of the 

skillet, about 2 minutes. 

Place the skillet in the oven 

and bake until the eggs are 

completely set, about 5 

minutes. To test, cut a small 

slit in the center. 

Serve hot or cold, cut into 

wedges. Especially delicious 

with a dollop of yogurt. 

KUKU SABZI submitted by Bahar Malek (a dish from Iran) 

MAST O KHIAR submitted by Bahar Malek (Iranian appetizer) 

2 cups yogurt (not 

sweet. Just a little 

sour is perfect. 

Mine is home 

made) 

1/2 a large cu-

cumber  

- Peel and dice 

half a cucumber. 

2-3 Tablespoon 

dry mint 

1/3 Teaspoon salt & 

pepper  

2 Tablespoon chopped 

Raisins (optional) 

2 Tablespoons 

chopped walnuts 

(optional) 

DEGUE submitted by Fatoumata Diao 

250 g of Degue 

300 liters of 

water 

5 g of vanilla 

sugar 

1/2 cup sug-

ar as needed 

45 oz of sour cream (fat free) 

1 lb of butter (“I can believe it’s 

not butter) 

900 grams of fat free or lowfat 

vanilla yogurt 

1 large can of evaporated milk 

(fat free) 

 Rinse degue quickly un-

der water 

 Boil the water and ut it in 

the degue and keep it cov-

ered for 30 minutes. 

 Put in the microwave for 5 

minutes.   

 Let it cool. 

 In a serving bowl mix all of the 

ingredients: sour cream, vanilla 

cream, sugar—until it is a good 

mixture or consistency. 

 Add the cooled degue. 

 Serve cooled in a cup and Voila! 
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GUACAMOLE submitted by Imelda Xochimitl 

Black and Women’s History Month, Japanese Internment, the U.S. Presidential Elections including the Primary Process, 

Mother’s Day and more. 

We were very fortunate to have taken part in the Cornell Extension Nutrition Program led by Mr. Maurice Held.  The 

students learned the value of good nutrition and making healthy choices for their families, shopping tips and healthy 

recipes that they can duplicate at home.  We had a wonderful celebration with food from so many countries.  Thank you, 

Maurice! 

In addition, once again, our classes worked on their ability to improve their oral and aural skills in English with the help of 

Mr. James Niss who has volunteered in both classes for 1 1/2 hours each week.  The students love working with Jim and 

have shown great improvement and less fear in utilizing English outside of the class.  Thank you, Jim! 

Finally, in June, we went on two fantastic field trips—the ELL Conference at El Museo del Barrio and Walking the Brook-

lyn Bridge /Attending Music Mali’s R & B free concert at Metrotech Center in Brooklyn.   

I would be remiss, if I forgot to mention Ms. Angela Lucarev- ski Santos who contributed to this newsletter as editor.  

Angela wrote many articles and took a great deal of photos of the school, Maurice, Jim, our class lessons, and trips.  

I want to congratulate all of our students!  Many went on to Basic Education in the spring, but many have completed ESL 

and will be attending college or Basic Education classes in the fall. 

I wish you all a restful but productive summer.  Keep learning English. 

 

Best, 

Tilla Alexander, Teacher. 

 

(Continued from page 3) 

 

Ingredients 

2 avocados 

40 grams of onion 

80 grams of tomatoes 

1 jalapeno (optional) 

1/2 lemon (or lime) juice 

Some fresh cilantro , salt 

Mash the avocados 

Add diced or grated onion 

Add chopped tomatoes and 

jalapeno 

Mix together and add lemon or 

lime juice , cilantro and salt 
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DON’T PLAY WITH FIRE 

By Martin Valerio 

We were young guys, my brothers and me.  We usually played during the afternoons when we would collect branches 

of trees along with some garbage. We would then form a heap or pile and then it would turn into pure fire when we lit 

it with a match.  We had fun jumping over the big flame. But then, one day, my little brother 

came to join us.  He tried to do the same as we were doing, but he fell down by accident, onto 

the top of the pile and we quickly rushed to pick him up.  That is the way, we learned not to 

play with fire.  When we were young guys we didn’t ever think about the damage that fire 

can make. This is one of the first thing I taught my own kids! 

i 

 

 

AN INTERVIEW WITH PATRICK DUFF by Silvia Enrique 

When he was a child he grew up in London ,  England with his par-

ents, and then he came in United States in 1992 to San Diego Califor-

nia, but his parents were still living in London and now he is living in 

the United States for 23 years.  

He is married and has two children, a  boy and girl .and he traveled a 

lot. When he was 13 years old he went to Paris, London, Amsterdam 

and he went to every year to Mecca and his plan is to travel in Peru in the next year . 

Before he was working at other schools and programs, but now he works at Mid-Manhattan Adult Learning Cen-

ter. He came to work this school  because he had  a friend in this school and also because he speaks French and 

in this school a lot people speak French, so that why he came to work in this school . He loves his job. He has 

working in this school for 6 years . 

The most important  things in his life  are family, travel, work, music and food. 

In his free time he likes to cook and ride the bicycle.   
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she has improved already.   

 

This history is repeated by Drame Nawa. The 28 years old woman arrived in NYC from Ivory Coast, Africa, in August 2015 and 

she was presented to the Center by a friend. She also dreams to be at College and to get a good job in the Big Apple. Nawa is 

getting good results already and was the winner of a poetry contest promoted by NYC Department of 

Culture.  

 

Another African student, Amos Kougbla- 30 years old, came to NYC in 2014 from Benin and he was also 

presented to the Center at Harlem by a friend. He has difficulty in speaking and listening, and he hopes he 

will improve to achieve his goals.   

            

A Mexican student, Martin Valerio, 55 years old, learned about the school by an advertisement in the 

Metro saying: 

“IT’S NEVER TOO LATE TO LEARN ENGLISH”. 

He believed in this message and started the course in February 2016. He feels he has improved already. 

He wants to learn English to get a better job. He loves the program and the way the foreigners are treated 

there: “not discrimination here”, he says. 

 

Bakar Malek, 49 years old, is from Iran; Fatoumate Diao, 43 years old, from Guinea and Itatiana 

Pia, 41 years old, from Brazil, also believe that it´s never too late to learn. 

 

 

They have attended the school for few months but they feel more comfortable with English. They 

also love the way the language is taught at the Center. “We have a lot of extracurricular activities 

and we get a lot of information about historical facts and actualities. The pro-

gram is very rich,”  says Itatiana. 

 

 

(Continued from page 6) 

Fatoumata 

MY EXPERIENCE AT MID-MANHATTAN ADULT LEARNING CENTER 

By Itatiania Pia 

My name is Itatiana.  When I 

came to New York City, I had 

classes in  the library, but lucki-

ly my friend Angela discovered 

Mid-Manhattan Adult Learning 

Center.  There we have classes 

every day.  The program of this 

school is very good.  We have 

many trips.  The last trip was 

 amazing; we went across the 

Brooklyn Bridge and after we 

kept walking to Metrotech to 

watch an astonishing show of 

Mali Music, an American R & B 

musician.  He is a very good 

singer, instrumentalist and 

songwriter.  His songs have 

excellent messages for people 

around the world about 

love, peace, courage, self-

esteem and much more.  

His songs moved me.  

When I heard them, I real-

ized that he is very smart 

and sensitive to write his 

(Continued on page 18) 
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As the advertisement shows, the Mid-Manhattan Adult Learning Center is more than a School. Although of being part of the larg-

est educational program in NYC and the second in US, the Center gives to the immigrants a broad range of support like health 

treatment and practice courses.    

It is enough to show an ID document for registering to the courses at the Center. The foreigners that have good control of English 

can take other courses like Computer literacy, Math, Computer Assisted Instruction or professional courses, like Medical Billing, 

carpentry, electrical Installation and Building Maintenance, among others. 

Besides the normal English class, the English Second Language offers pronunciation classes taught by pro-

fessor James Niss and Nutrition classes taught by professor Maurice Held, one time a week. 

                                                                  

James understands the students’ pronunciation barriers, the different sounds of swans, the stress on 

phrases and the links between words. His class becomes full fast and it always begins with the following 

phrase: 

 “Problems of English that came up in your daily environment” 

 

The questions that come up during his classes reflect conversations heard by students at the Metro or at the streets, and also at 

work or within American communities. 

 

Nutrition classes, on the other hand, the students learn the label description of products sold at the markets 

and the best choices or a healthy nutrition for the body - and for the pocket.   

According to Maurice, the Nutrition course got importance because the students come from other coun-

tries and different cultures, so there is “an adaptation period for the acquisition of new habits; so, our ori-

entation helps a lot”.   

The Extension Nutrition & Health Workshop Series is a partnership with Cornell University and all students 

received a certificate. 

The Spring 2016 Courses finished with a positive balance. Mrs. Tilla developed several extra activities, and in the ALL WRITE con-

test, promoted by the New York City Department of Education, the text of our colleague Nawa Drame was one of the winners.  

 

 

 

Mid-Manhattan Adult Learn Center: the immigrants’ address in NYC 
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At total 25 works were chosen and the All WRITE publication was presented at the Symphony space, in a party with pizza 

and oral interpretation of the works by actors of Broadway. 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Tilla and colleagues were very proud of Nawa. In her narrative, 

she described the hard decision to leave her homeland and come to 

America. 

 

To encourage foreign families to not depart from the English during the holidays, the Department of Education organized 
the ELL Family Summer Learning Event, with several workshops, proposing the involvement of children and adults in ac-
tivities that will happen in the summer. 
We left the school Standing MRS Tilla to go up to the Museo del Barrio, where the event would happen. As always, the 
teacher showed relaxation along the way. 
Students and parents from several NYC teaching units packed into the auditorium of the Museum. At the opening, repre-
sentatives of the Department of Education led the presents to continue studying and to ensure study for their children. 
"You need to study to achieve high jobs and their children need to study to have a better future" 
 

(Continued from page 15) 

YESTERDAY AND TODAY… 

HISTORY AND NEWS IN OUR PROGRAM! 

As the language is intrinsically linked to culture and the history of his people, the best way to study 
a language always eh through these resources. The classes intermingled past events and the news. 
 
For a few weeks, the work comparatively analyzing the biographies of two great leaders: Elizabeth 
C. Stanton and Susan Anthony. Both born in the year 1800s and well financially structured families 
and exchanged comfort for the fight in favor of women's rights and minority classes.

(Continued on page 17) 
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That week we finished the production of 

texts, the press published news about the new notes of $ 5, $ 10 and $ 20 Bills with histori-
cal figures  
 
 
 
 
 

:Our vocabulary also grew when we study the tragic episode that involved the 
adhesion of the US in World War II, in 1941. And we understand the tributes held in 
the whole country on Memorial Day, which took place the following. 
 
 

 
Mrs Tilla did not  forget the world 
idols. We had two great losses 
during the Spring 2016. The sing-

er -songwriter Prince and boxer Mu-
hammad Ali. We watched the vid-
eos, we read some texts and sing 
with Mrs Tilla. In these text we 
learn more colloquial language. 
week: 
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Continued from page 17 

Our semester’s activities ended with a trip to the Brooklyn Bridge and Mali Music 

Singer show at Brooklyn’s  Metrotech Plaza.: 

music. 

Among  all of the trips, my favorite was Metrotech and Symphony Space.  The poems were 

magnificent.  Our friend was one of the winners.  Her story was excellent.  The actors recit-

ed them wondrously.  My favorite was Peter James Francis.   

I’m so happy to be a part of this school.  Thank you very much for all of the staff there, es-

pecially for my teacher, Mrs. Tilla. 

(Continued from page 14) 
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COLLABORATION MAKES THE WORLD BETTER by Fatoumata Diao 

We are the world, We are the children, is one of the best type of music that influenced the world. It was sung in 

1984 by a group of people who were some of the biggest stars on the planet: Michael Jackson, Lionel Richie, Di-

ana Ross, Tina Turner, Stevie Wonder, Willie Nelson, Cindi Lauper just to list a few. The song was very successful 

and helpful… a charity song written by Michael and Lionel. It really affected me because it raised awareness on 

hunger and poverty in certain places around the world. There are many children who die every day of hunger. 

Some did not have shoes or clothes to wear; others lived in unsanitary slum and need change. Michael worked 

hard on this song to help reduce hunger in Africa and to also help eradicate poverty around the world. The single 

became one of the most sold in the world with over 20 million copies and managed to raise more than $63 mil-

lion for humanitarian aid in Africa and the United States.   

OUR TRIP TO THE MALI MUSIC CONCERT by Fatoumata Diao 

 I enjoyed yesterday's trip because It was a nice discover in group. We walked about an hour along the Brooklyn 

Bridge. When I was walking on, I touch the wire that support the bridge and I said to myself what amazing job. I 

learned more about it with the writings engraved on it. This discovery made me think of the architect and the build-

er about what an amazing idea it was to build this impressive bridge. It is a well thought work. We took a lot of pic-

tures on our way with Ms Chin’s students. We took some more pictures at City Hall and at the concert. I was sur-

prised when Mali Music started singing and asked Miss Tilla: Is he from Mali Bamako 

(West Africa)? She said no! He is an American singer. I was delighted about how good of a 

singer Mali  Music is (with a Beautiful voice). And was super amazed when he sang "The 

Beautiful” because I knew the song beyond, but I didn't no who sang it. I had never seen 

him in performance before. Beautiful is one of my favorite song and it was an occasion for 

me to see the singer. I was happy and I had a lot of fun !  

COMPARING & CONTRASTING ELIZABETH CADY STANTON 

& SUSAN B. ANTHONY by Zena Diao 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony were two of the greatest women in American 

history.  These two women had many similarities but also had differences.  Both women played an important role in the 

woman’s rights movement. They were born almost at the same time during the 19th century.  It was a time when women 

had no rights of anything besides being a housewife, especially if she got married.  At an early age, both of them were 

taught by their parents how to take education very seriously and be independent because it will be the only way that 

they can break the gap.  Both were very determined women and had encouragement from their fathers to get an educa-

tion, but they faced many challenges as women during these times.  These women never gave up on their dream.  Both 

knew that their destiny was to fight for their rights as well as for the rights of all women.  Also, they were abolitionists 

because they were against slavery and believed that God has created all human beings on earth to be equal.  However, 

Cady was a very good writer, but Susan was also a good speaker.  Cady was married and had many children, but Susan 

decided to never be married in her life because she believed her rights would be taken away as a women, and she never 

regretted it.  Finally, these two women played an important role even though they had differences in their lives.   
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